
 



 
By Jack 

 
The wild west trip 2019 was a successful trip during the October 
holidays. Some of the places they go to is the Grand Canyon, Las Vegas 
and Hollywood. S2s-S6s get to go on the wild west trip every year and 
Mr MacDonald runs the trip. It requires a passport and you’ll also need 
to pay for the trip. Staff like Mr MacDonald, Mrs Dey, Mrs McClymont, Mr 
Meikle and Mrs McLaren go on the trip. You’ll also need permission from 
your parents/guardians if you want to go on it. I’ve never been on the trip 
myself but I heard it’s amazing and you should go on it! 
 

 

 

 

The school building was built in 1969 so we celebrated 50 
years of the school with events like the open day. Pupils 
and teachers from the past and present sent books, school 
magazines, old photos and art and even the original plans 
to the school. It was great looking at all the old stuff. 

 

The Young Carers group invIted 
comedian Russell Howard 
unveiled to come to Mackie and 
he said YES! He unveiled a special 
fundraising wall highlighting 
awareness of the role young 
carers play in the school 
community.  
Russell, who was a young carer, 

 
himself, signed the wall and siad it was a privelige to meet the young carers. 
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Xmas in different countries 

 

Christmas in Poland 

Traditionally, the Christmas 
trees are decorated with glass 
baubles, garlands and many 
homemade ornaments 
including painted eggshells, 
shiny red apples, walnuts, 
wrapped chocolate shapes, 
candles, etc. They are lit on 
Christmas Eve before 

 

“Wigilia”, which is a traditional late supper. At the top of each tree 
there is a star or a glittering tree topper. Christmas day is often called 
"Gwiazdka", which means "little star". 
 

 

Christmas in France 

'Merry Christmas' in French is “Joyeux Noël”. ... 
In many parts of northern and eastern France, Christmas celebrations 
begin on the 6 December - also known as Saint Nicholas' Day. 
On the night of 5 December (the eve of Saint Nicholas) children place 
their shoes at the entrance to their house. 

 

 

Christmas in China 

Most of the population is not 
Christian but 54 million people 
are Christian and Christmas is 
celebrated in big cities.  
 
On Christmas Eve, Christian 
children in China hang up their 
muslin stockings that are 
specially made so that “Dun 
Che Lao Ren”, or "Christmas 
Old Man", can fill them with 
wonderful gifts.  
 
Santa Claus may also be called 
“Lan Khoong-Khoong”, "Nice 
Old Father”. 
 

 



Christmas in Germany 

Christmas Eve (“Heiliger Abend” in German) is celebrated in 
Germany on December 24. It is the last day of Advent and the start of 
the Christmas season. Many people spend the afternoon and evening 
decorating Christmas trees, attending church services, eating 
traditional dishes and opening Christmas presents. 
 

Christmas in Australia 

When Australians celebrate 
Christmas on December 25, it 
is during summer vacation. 
The most popular event of the 
Christmas season is called 
Carols by Candlelight. People 
come together at night to light   

candles and sing Christmas carols outside. ... Australian families love 
to do things outside, and it helps that it is really warm! 
 
 

Christmas in Argentina 

Houses are beautifully decorated with lights and wreaths of green, 
gold, red and white flowers with red and white garlands hung on doors. 
Christmas trees are often decorated by 8th December (the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception - when Catholics celebrate when Mary was 
conceived). Some people like to put cotton balls on the Christmas Tree 
to represent snow! 
The nativity scene (called the “pesebre”) is really important in 
Argentina and is placed near the Christmas tree. The main Christmas 
celebration is on Christmas eve, with Christmas mass, and the main 
meal is eaten on Christmas eve at about 10-11pm!  
 

 

 
 



Christmas movies - by AIDEN 

 

The first ever Christmas movie was SANTA CLAUS 
in 1898. 

 

The most popular money-making Xmas movie was 
ELF in 2003 starring Will Ferrell. 

 

The most popular movie of all time was - drum roll 
please - IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE directed by Frank 
Capra and starring Jimmy Stewart and Donna Reed. 
 

 
SANTA Clause – 1898! 

 
Elf - obviously 

 
James, Donna and kids 

 

 

XMAS TRIVIA - ROMAN XMAS 

The first recorded date of Christmas being 
celebrated on December 25th was in 336, during the 
time of the Roman Emperor Constantine (he was the 
first Christian Roman Emperor). But it was not an 
official Roman state festival at this time. 

 

 

XMAS TRIVIA - SANTA THEORY 

The legend of Santa Claus can be traced back 
hundreds of years to a monk named St. Nicholas. It 
is believed that Nicholas was born sometime around 
280 A.D. in Patara, near Myra in modern-day Turkey! 

 



The Great Model Railway Challenge 

The Great Model Railway Challenge is a television programme on 

Channel 5, aired in September-October is based on model railways & 

filmed in the restored Fawley Hill train 

station. In this programme there are 5 

heats, in which three teams of railway 

modellers are given three days to build 

a 00 gauge layout based on that heat’s 

theme on an identical baseboard. They 

are given points out of 5 over the 3 days 

based on creativity, functionality & build 

quality by the judges Steve Flint (editor of Model Railway Magazine) & 

Kathy Millet (railway vlogger & 

modeller), while watched by 

presenters James Richardson 

and Tim Shaw. Two additional 

points will be awarded for the 

scratch build challenge, where 

each team is presented with 

three household objects & must 

adapt them to their layout. In the semi-finals there is also the operational 

challenge in which the teams have to move an object from one side of 

the layout to another without touching it. The first series was won by 

Aberdeen Model Railway Club with their futuristic layout. This series, 

with longer episodes, was won by 

family team Railmen Of Kent with 

their “Green Research Centre” layout. 

If you are interested in entering for 

series 3, it is completely possible to 

enter, just go to: 

https://www.channel5.com/apply-to-

be-on-the-show/ 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

OK – this is not exactly about Xmas but 

we think it is interesting anyway! 

https://www.channel5.com/apply-to-be-on-the-show/
https://www.channel5.com/apply-to-be-on-the-show/


Cash For Kids 

North Sound One/Two  

Cash for kids is a charity for 

blind, deaf or physical 

disabilities, behavioural as well 

as children living in poverty 

situations of depriving, 

suffering distress, abuse or 

neglect.  

Throughout the year there are many events which generate the money which 

then goes to deserving causes. Some are organised by Cash for Kids, while 

many others come from individuals, listeners and organisations who want to 

help to raise money for Cash for Kids. Cash for Kids money regularly buys 

beds, clothes and other essentials for children in poverty as well as funding 

after-school projects, lunch clubs during school holidays. 

Since it’s coming to Christmas now is time to donate your money and toys 

for cash for kids. 

Here’s a story of a boy who cash for kids have helped 

Rhys has several health problems including epilepsy, severe reflux and poor 

trunk control as well as being blind. He had outgrown his cot but he could not 

be moved into a normal bed   however his parents could not afford the specialist 

bed that Rhys required. 

Rhys’s parents applied to Cash for Kids asking us to fund part of the cost of a 

customised bed that would grow with Rhys - they planned to fundraise for the 

remaining amount. 

However, the Cash for Kids board decided to award the full cost of the bed so 

that Rhys would not have to wait any longer for the bed he so desperately 

needed. 

The bed has made a massive difference to the whole family as it not only offers 

somewhere safe for Rhys to 

sleep but can also be used as a 

changing station for dressing 

him. 

We think Cash For Kids is a 

good charity to donate to, so 

help someone this Christmas. 



Xmas fun activities 

Here are some xmas anagrams… 

rsctsamhi etre 

ieredenr elbabu 

nwos sertspen 

 

 


